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More Than 100 Million Acres of Forest in the United Type: Newsletter Article

States and Canada Now Managed to Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) Standards

Keyword: News

EXTRAORDINARY GROWTH SIGNALS RISE OF DEMAND FOR
ENVIRONMENTALLY AND SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE WOOD

AND PAPER

Minneapolis, MN (July 16, 2009) — The Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) reports that the area of U.S. and
Canadian forests managed to its stringent environmental and
social standards surpassed the 100 million-acre mark in June,
representing 40% growth since January 2008 and helping
solidify FSC’s position as the fastest-growing forest certification
system in the world (UN FAO, 2007).

“The core driver of this growth is a shared commitment
among landowners, manufacturers, retailers and consumers to
conserve forest ecosystems and safeguard the rights of native
peoples and local communities,” says Corey Brinkema,
President of FSC-US. “And while this is a major achievement,
it remains but one shared step in doing the right thing for
forests, people and wildlife.”

Independent third-party certification to FSC’s rigorous
standards is the leading means of verifying environmentally
appropriate, socially beneficial and economically viable forest
management practices around the world. Certification allows
responsible forest management practices to be valued in the
marketplace — and the market is responding. The amount of
FSC-certified forests globally has tripled since 2004, to more
than 281 million acres in 82 countries.
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In the past four years alone, the area of FSC-certified forestland in the United States and Canada has
nearly tripled. And in the United States, the number of FSC Chain-of-Custody businesses — those
certified to buy and sell FSC products from their origin in the forest to their end-use — has grown to
more than 3,000, representing a five-fold increase since January 2005.

“FSC’s growth among American businesses has a direct bearing on the protection of forests and forest-
dependent communities in North America and throughout the world,” says Kerry Cesareo, Deputy
Director, Forests Program of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF)-US. “FSC is the high bar in forest
certification, because its standards protect forests of significant conservation value and consistently
deliver meaningful improvements in forest management on the ground.”

In the Canadian Boreal forest alone, FSC certification has resulted in the protection of some 7.5 million

acres of forestland previously intended for logging.

http://www.fscus.org/news/index.php?article=545
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FSC is also the only forest certification system that ensures that the rights of Aboriginal Peoples and
forest-dependent communities are respected. FSC is governed by an open membership and three equal
chambers — environmental, social and economic. Its standards are developed with the full input of all
stakeholders, ensuring that Aboriginal and other community and environmental interests have equal
voices.

"lisaak is proud to be a part of the 100 million acres of FSC-certified forests in Canada and the U.S.,"
says Derek Drake, Operations Manager of lisaak Forest Resources Ltd., a 100% First Nations-owned
and -operated forest management company in British Columbia providing high-quality western red
cedar, yellow cedar and other natural products. "FSC has been a good fit with our business philosophy.
We are showing the world how to maximize the value of products through innovative forest practices
that respect ecological and cultural values."

Contact:

Martha Hodgkins
FSC-US

phone: 434-249-9907
mhodgkins@fscus.org

or

Michelle Kortinen
FSC-Canada
phone: 416-778-5568 x24

mkortinen@fsccanada.org

Also in this newsletter

Wanted: Sponsors for Designing & Building with FSC Awards 2009
You'll be in good company as a sponsor of FSC-US’s annual awards recognizing...

Top Designers Use FSC Wood to Create “Designs for a Living World”
In a new exhibition that focuses on the impacts that our material objects...

Q&A with Domtar’s Lewis Fix

Whole Foods Market Becomes First National Retailer to Offer FSC-certified Bags
Since May, Whole Foods Market has been offering FSC-certified brown-paper...

FSC-US Welcomes New Communications Director
In May, Martha Hodgkins joined the staff of FSC-US as Director of...

Call for Public Input on Final Draft FSC-US Forest Management Standard
The revised FSC-US Forest Management Standard is now available for the final...

IP_Establishes World’s Largest FSC Manufacturing Platform
On June 23, International Paper (IP) announced the expansion of its FSC...

American Green Becomes Newest U.S. Certifying Body
American Green Business, LLC, in partnership with GFA Consulting Group, is...

Biomass Pellet Mill Becomes First FSC-Certified in the United States
The Rainforest Alliance’s SmartWood program has certified the first biomass...

National Wildlife Federation Releases Third Annual Garden Furniture Scorecard
It’s summer, and as Americans seek to spend more time outdoors, they will...

Forests, Markets, Policy & Practice: China 2009

Find FSC Retailers — and Spread the Word
Last month, FSC-US added a new...

FSC Paper Guide for Printers
The FSC paper guide is a resource for-...
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Wisconsin’s Group Certificate brings 31,000 landowners into the FSC system
FSC’s 5th General Assembly

Obama Team Chooses FSC-certified Paper for Inaugural Invitations

Green Hammer, Inc. Wins Designing & Building with FSC Award

From the President

ESC-US Welcomes New Members to Board of Directors
The FSC Office at Greenbuild and The Jordan Institute
FSC Engages in Efforts to Address Climate Change

FSC-US Launches Public Consultation for Forest Management Standards

Thank you Sponsors!
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