

Green initiatives and sustainable production practices in manufacturing operations have become standard operating practices. For the printing industry, sustainability has reached a critical mass of interest due to the demands of customers, environmental groups, investment firms, government agencies, and consumers. Printers of all types and sizes are under pressure by their customers to demonstrate that they are using a manufacturing process that is considered environmentally friendly. In response, the printing industry developed the Sustainable Green Printing Partnership (SGP Partnership), a certification program that allows members of the printing industry to demonstrate and validate their commitment to economic, social and environmental success through sustainable green printing practices.  
Operating as an independent, non-profit, the SGP Partnership’s program is holistic, addressing all aspects of the manufacturing process. Its all encompassing structure is very unique and serves to establish the print and graphic communications industry as a leader within the business community for the adoption and promotion of sustainable business practices designed to reduce the global impact of print.  
The goal of the SGP Partnership is to define sustainable green printing and identify steps that help the printing industry establish manufacturing practices that are more environmentally sustainable. This serves as the foundation for a broader sustainability initiative that also encompasses social and economic elements.  

The SGP Partnership serves as an independent certification body that establishes criteria and coordinates third-party certification activities. The criteria for the SGP Partnership were created to address not only the manufacturing process, but also the upstream and downstream impacts of the supply chain. Because the goal of the program is to promote and recognize sustainability, the criteria also address working conditions for employees, including health and safety, as well as other corporate social responsibility issues. 
SGP Printer Certification Criteria
The SGP certification program is open to all printing, packaging, newspaper, stand alone binderies, and loose leaf companies in the United States and Canada. All companies seeking certification must complete an online application, develop programs to meet the criteria, and undergo a third-party certification audit. 
To demonstrate commitment to sustainability, SGP certified printers must meet the following criteria:  
EHS Regulatory Compliance - Ensure the facility-specific in-house environmental, health and safety compliance program is current and suitable for meeting the applicable federal, state and local requirements. Printers with any outstanding significant violations will not be considered for SGP Printer status

A significant violation means those violations that result in environmental damage or could cause harm to human health or the environment. For health and safety, it is defined as an OSHA serious violation or the equivalent for Canada. Simply receiving a notice of violation or a citation does not constitute a significant violation. Significant violations are not those involving recordkeeping or other minor administrative issues. 

Sustainability Policy - Develop and make available a written sustainability policy.  This policy must be signed by a responsible party (e.g. owner, CEO, President) and made publicly available, (for example, having policy posted on website, published or available upon request).  This policy should set out the organization’s commitment towards adoption of sustainable business practices. It should include: 
· Provision for commitment to compliance with environmental, health and safety requirements 
· Commitment to continuous improvement, including areas not subject to regulation 
· Commitment to pollution prevention that emphasizes source reduction, reuse and recycling 
· Commitment to sharing information on sustainability performance with external stakeholders.

Sustainability Management System - A SGP Printer must have developed and implemented a Sustainability Management System.  The SGP Partnership does not mandate any one particular management system model or approach.  The management system must be formal, documented, and address the following elements:

· Sustainability committee

· Sustainability Policy

· Implementation and Operation

· Checking and Corrective Action

· Ownership’s Commitment, Participation and Review
A generic management system can be constructed though a basic “Plan, Do, Check, Act” (PDCA) approach, sometimes referred to as the “Deming cycle.”  A printer can choose to implement a management system based on commonly available EMS models, ISO 9000/14001 or other quality management systems.  Companies, however, must demonstrate implementation of a formal management system supported by written documentation.      

Best Practices - Sustainability in printing operations embraces the areas of product, process and envelope.  These terms, taken together, provide printers with a useful roadmap of sustainability relating to their activities, products and services.  Mandatory best practices have been identified in each of the product, process, and envelope areas and the applicable ones must be implemented. 
Becoming SGP Certified
The first step is to download the SGP criteria document at www.sgppartnership.org and become familiar with each aspect of the criteria including the Sustainability Policy, Sustainable Management System, and Mandatory Best Practices. Once each of the elements is understood, then the applicant can complete the online application, submit the necessary documentation, and schedule the conformance audit.  

More Information

For more information about the SGP Printer program contact info@sgppartnership.org.

